HITLERISM   VERSUS   STRASSERISM

the grand manner was opening out before Hitler. The
munitions that he expended upon us were made of
good, hard cash.

I went several times to Munich and had many
interviews with Hitler, but these grew more and more
stormy as time went on. It was in 1928, at his home,
that I made the acquaintance of Gely Raubal, but
this young woman played no part in the rooted
antagonism between us.

Meanwhile Himmler, seduced by the prospect of
commanding the S.S. shock troops, or Black Guards,
whom Hitler had just founded for his own purposes,
had ceased working for my brother and had gone over
to Adolf.

We fought back as best we could. Our propaganda
was admirably organized. The speeches of Kaufmann,
Koch, Stohr, Schopke, Franzen and Groh were warmly
applauded throughout Northern Germany and
vigorously reported in our Press. We succeeded in
winning Saxony, but Thuringia fell to Hitler. Thanks
to his new and powerful friends, the ban on his making
public speeches, which had seriously handicapped him,
was lifted in certain places, notably Bremen, Anhalt
and Oldenburg. The prospect of a reconciliation
between the parties of North and South grew
increasingly remote.

As a result of the situation in the years 1928 and
1929, relations between Gregor and myself began to be
a little strained. When Gregor came to Berlin he
generally stayed with me, and we would spend the
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